
YEAR 8 English:  Illustrated Short Story 
 

Achievement Standard:  
Students create texts for different purposes, selecting language to influence audience response. When creating and editing texts to create specific effects, they take into account intended purposes and the needs and interests of audiences. They 
demonstrate understanding of grammar, select vocabulary for effect and use accurate spelling and punctuation. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
  

 
 
 
 

 
THINKING: 

Identify 
Sequence 

Create  
 
 
 
 
 

WRITTEN / SPOKEN / MULTI-MODAL TEXT 
Illustrated Short Story  

HIGHLY VALUED LANGUAGE FEATURE FOCUS: 
Imagery 

Simile 
Metaphor 
Symbolism 
Alliteration 

Personification 

READING / VIEWING/ LISTENING: 
Core Text 1:  Exemplar  

COMPREHENSION SKILL FOCUS: 
Reading Comprehension: Inferring 

Unit Specific Information  

In this unit, students will read and comprehend a variety of short stories to understand the text structures and language features that are 
used to develop characterisation, setting and plot. They will identify and explain authors’ language and visual choices in illustrated short 
stories and understand how these choices are used and combined for particular purposes and effects. Students also have opportunities to 
practise narrative writing to experiment with visual and language choices. In the assessment task, students write and illustrate a short 
story, combining text structures, language features and visual choices for specific effects. 
 

Assessment Details: 
Illustrated  Short Story: 

• Undertaken individually  
• Prior notice of the assessment  
• Access to resources allowed  
• Drafting in lesson time with 

access to teacher feedback and 
conferencing  

• Final copy to be published using 
appropriate software 

• Length: 500 – 700 words 
  
      

  

https://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=imgres&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiVmoLA6aDeAhUCXCsKHcrzCF8QjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://www.pinterest.com/pin/526147168942634815/&psig=AOvVaw1DcTXk-r6eWTXKL6_P7y0U&ust=1540530509530724


 


